Annual Statewide Report – 2016
THE YEAR IN NUMBERS
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OUR VOLUNTEERS AND DONORS
We would like to take a moment to show appreciation for our volunteers who invest
their time, efforts, and hearts into helping the children of Connecticut find safe homes
and live more fulfilling lives. We would also like to express gratitude for our donors
whose generosity ensures that we have the necessary resources to meet the needs of
the children we serve. Your support means so much to so many. THANK YOU!
We would especially like to recognize our 12 new volunteer Guardians Ad Litem:
Kathryn Bennett
Samuel Brown
Christine Burnor
Michael Concascia

Laurie Gwin
Bozena Hoffman
Arnold Mages
Lisa Milone

Jaime Roy
Andrea Thomas
Teresa Thomas
Wendy Whitt

Our community of donors:
Aetna Foundation
Amazon Smile Foundation
Board of Directors
Chevron Texaco
City Missionary Assoc. of NH
Claire’s Corner Copia
Community Foundation of Greater NH
Fischer Foundation
GiveGreater.org
Griffin Hospital
Harvey Hubbell Foundation
Helping Hands Community Thrift
Store
Jacobs & Dow, LLC
Kappa Alpha Theta
Long Foundation
Northern Trust
Reid and Reige, PC

Shipman & Goodwin, LLP
Stephan Marcucio Charitable
Foundation
Stonebridge Foundation
Suzio York Hill
Trinity Church on the Green
Tucker Mechanical
United Illuminating
United Health Group
United Way of Central & North
Eastern CT
United Way of Southern PA
Wendy’s
Write Source
Yale New Haven Hospital
Yale President’s Public Service
Fellowship

HIGHLIGHTS
• Lindsey Jackson became the New Haven Coordinator at the beginning of the
year, leaving a legacy as the previous Waterbury Coordinator where she
increased the number of children served by 41.
• We welcomed a new Waterbury Coordinator, Emilia Anello, who is bilingual
and will help us better serve the Spanish speaking community there.
• Bridgeport Coordinator, Dulce Nieves, has been instrumental in managing the
influx of cases this year for unaccompanied immigrant children.
• For the 2nd year in a row Kaarish Maniar, a high school student at Sheehan
High School in Wallingford, organized the Frames for Futures Art Exhibit and
Silent Auction which has raised over $2000 to benefit CIP.
• CIP’s Board of Directors welcomed recently retired Probate Judge Robert K.
Killian, Jr.
• Our annual fundraising event will return to its previous spot on the calendar
in May. Details to come.

OUR CHILDREN
“Children in Placement Coordinators and Court Appointed Special
Advocates are trying every day to improve the lives of abused and
neglected children. We do that by finding out the truth about their lives
and sharing that information with the court. There are very few jobs or
volunteer opportunities like that. Also, our work allows employees and
volunteers to make a positive difference in the life of an individual child.
Children deserve a chance for a safe and happy childhood, and we give
them the chance to have that childhood.”
~Mark Makuch, Hartford Coordinator
Sara and Sam
When a CIP Guardian ad Litem (GAL) first went to visit Sara and Sam at their
grandmother's home, she was amazed at the children's living conditions. Sara and
Sam showed the GAL where they were all sleeping—a single dirty mattress on the
ground, covered with soiled clothing and trash piled a foot high. The floors were
sticky and covered with garbage, and the home stank of urine. The Department of
Children and Families (DCF) had previously visited the home several times and
described it as "deplorable" but never moved Sara and Sam to a new home. Despite
the state's inaction and despite the children's apprehension of leaving their ill, elderly
grandmother, their GAL advocated for them to be placed with a nearby aunt. Upon
the GAL's court testimony and advocacy, a judge immediately granted a change in
the children's residency.
Now the children are in a clean and safe apartment with their aunt, they have their
own beds, and they are thriving in their new environment. This year, Sara and Sam
are both receiving the added assistance of Special Education supports at their
elementary school, and all school professionals report that they are doing very well.
Julia
Julia entered DCF care at the age of four when she and her brother were removed
from their mother due to neglect. She was placed in several different foster homes,
eventually being adopted but then developing a tumultuous relationship with her
adoptive mother. She was allowed very little contact with her brother and no contact
with her biological mother. Julia underwent therapy and was diagnosed with PTSD
and ADHD and was prescribed medication. Nevertheless, she continued to be accused
of lying, stealing, and setting fires. She began cutting herself, reported auditory
hallucinations, and had suicidal thoughts. Julia was diagnosed with RAD and
Pyromania and placed in a children’s home. Attempts at reunification with her
adopted mother were futile, so she was subsequently placed with another foster
mother.
When Julia was 14, she was assigned a new foster mother and appointed a GAL
through CIP who worked closely with her as she began attending high school and

supported her in finding new interests. She started to excel in school, joined chorus,
started guitar lessons, and began working part-time. Julia’s GAL strongly advocated
for her to begin visiting her brother and his family and her biological mother. When
Julia expressed a desire to restore her birth name, which she had legally changed
during a particularly difficult year, Julia had the support and encouragement of her
GAL.
Julia is now in her senior year of high school. She is very happy in her new home
and has reconnected with old friends. She is a responsible and mature young lady
that her GAL refers to as a “golden child.” Next fall, Julia is looking forward to
attending college and has expressed interest in studying nursing.
Benjamin
Benjamin's guardianship was transferred to his aunt and uncle when his father died
of a heroin overdose and his mother could not manage her addiction. When his mom
made a complete recovery from drugs and got her life in order, she regained
guardianship, but this led to disagreements with the aunt and uncle over visitation
rights. The family descended into fights, accusations, and court action. Complaints
were filed against the probate court officer, the DCF worker, and both attorneys, and
two hearings were suspended due to the behavior of the two parties.
In order to determine what was best in this situation, the Judge appointed a GAL
from CIP to present an objective opinion. Although the GAL's recommendation went
against the party who had filed all the complaints, and the Judge followed the GAL's
recommendation, the GAL maintained the respect of both parties by investing the
time to thoroughly appreciate everyone’s viewpoints and exhibiting a genuine
attitude of respect and absence of personal judgment. This change allowed the case to
progress and resulted in an outcome that all parties found acceptable. Benjamin is
now in a safe home that is free from stressful family conflicts, and the whole family
has been able to move forward from the decision.
(All names have been changed to protect the identity of individuals.)

